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privileged citizenship by the United 
States? 

We need to take this time in this cen-
tennial transfer year to look at what 
have been the gains and for the U.S. to 
make a more perfect Union by more 
perfect citizenship and more inclusion 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands into the 
United States. 

f 

STOP MILITARIZING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for nearly three decades, State and 
local law enforcement agencies across 
America have been flooded with sur-
plus military-grade weaponry through 
the Pentagon’s 1033 program. 

Late last year, law enforcement in 
North Dakota responded to protesters 
in Standing Rock in a well-docu-
mented, militarized fashion, reminding 
us of the danger which the use of mili-
tary equipment by domestic law en-
forcement poses to the civil liberties of 
Americans. 

During the elections, President 
Trump ran on a promise to restore 
‘‘law and order.’’ I am deeply concerned 
that the administration will follow up 
on that promise by making more mili-
tary equipment available to State and 
local law enforcement agencies. This 
would further blur the line between the 
military and civilian police officers 
and violate a founding principle of our 
Nation. 

For this reason, I am, today, reintro-
ducing the bipartisan Stop Militarizing 
Law Enforcement Act to rein in the 
Pentagon’s excess property manage-
ment program and ensure that our 
communities are not just safe, but that 
the civil liberties of ordinary Ameri-
cans continue to be protected. 

f 

IT IS CRUCIAL TO REPEAL AND 
REPLACE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to voice my concern about how crucial 
it is that we repeal and replace the 
poorly named Affordable Care Act. 

We are working towards a better 
healthcare plan and doing it in a better 
fashion than the other side did 8 years 
ago. We are actually going through 
regular order, allowing the committees 
of jurisdiction to do their work in pub-
lic, and have the text for all to see and 
debate. 

Mr. Speaker, ObamaCare is failing 
and will collapse on its own. Many 
more will lose their insurance, and the 
healthcare system will get drastically 
worse if we simply leave it in place. 
The worst thing we can do is nothing. 

4.7 million Americans were kicked off 
their healthcare plans by the ACA. I 

was one of them. Under the ACA, there 
has been a 25 percent average increase 
in premiums for the midlevel plans in 
2017 for millions of Americans trapped 
in the healthcare.gov exchanges. Near-
ly one-third of U.S. counties have only 
one insurer offering an exchange plan. 

ObamaCare is unsustainable. Mr. 
Speaker, it is time for Congress to do 
its job and replace the failed 
ObamaCare. We guarantee we will read 
this bill before we pass it. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1259, VA ACCOUNT-
ABILITY FIRST ACT OF 2017; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1367, IMPROVING AUTHORITY 
OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS TO HIRE AND RETAIN 
PHYSICIANS AND OTHER EM-
PLOYEES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1181, 
VETERANS 2ND AMENDMENT 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 198 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 198 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1259) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to provide for 
the removal or demotion of employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs based on per-
formance or misconduct, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-7. 
That amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute are waived. No amend-
ment to that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute shall be in order except those 
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion. Each such amendment may be offered 
only in the order printed in the report, may 
be offered only by a Member designated in 
the report, shall be considered as read, shall 
be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the 
proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment, and shall not be subject 
to a demand for division of the question in 
the House or in the Committee of the Whole. 
All points of order against such amendments 
are waived. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the 
House with such amendments as may have 
been adopted. Any Member may demand a 
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole 

to the bill or to the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute made in order as original 
text. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the bill and amendments 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1367) to improve the 
authority of the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to hire and retain physicians and other 
employees of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 115-6. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in part B of the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each 
such amendment may be offered only in the 
order printed in the report, may be offered 
only by a Member designated in the report, 
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All 
points of order against such amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill to the House with 
such amendments as may have been adopted. 
Any Member may demand a separate vote in 
the House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 1181) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the conditions under 
which certain persons may be treated as ad-
judicated mentally incompetent for certain 
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The bill shall 
be considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs; and (2) one motion to re-
commit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
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